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and difficulties with Madrass where this vessel or vessels are not to touch
unless you or our servants on the West Coast find it any time necessary or
convenient. The vessels on their arrival at Fort Marlbrough are to be under
the orders of the Deputy Governor and Council who will be directed if there
are returns proper to load them back for our account.
Thirdly., of investment
32.    We now transmit to you a list of the investment to be made in Bengal
the ensuing season.   The late arrival of our shipping unavoidably renders it
incomplete,  as  thereby we   are  deprived  of  making  many remarks  which
necessarily occur upon an inspection of and sale of the goods and which must
therefore be deferred to  another opportunity.   However, the general direc-
tions are pretty complete and are to be carefully complied with.
33.    The necessity of our other Presidencies being always in possession
of a considerable quantity of saltpetre to enable them with more ease to load
home the several ships on their hands is so apparent that we need only to
remind you of loosing no opportunities of continuing your care to supply them
in the most effectual manner.
34.    With respect to the quantities of saltpetre to be laden on each ship
for Europe we have already this season given some general directions to which
we refer and indeed under the present circumstances none but general directions
can be given as it is impossible for us to forsee what proportions of goods you
and our other Presidencies may be able to provide for the despatch of our
shipping in general.
35.    In the 34th  paragraph of your letter of the  10 of January you
inform us of your agreement with Ornichund for 58,000 rnaunds of saltpetre
at the rate of six Arcot rupees the factory maund and in the 61st paragraph of
the same letter you deny Mr.  Pearkes had contracted at Patna for 51,000
maunds at Rs. 2. 14 As. sicca per factory maund.   This is a very striking cir-
cumstance, especially when it is considered that by that happy revolution you
had it in your power to command the market and to purchase all or any
quantities of saltpetre wanted without the intervention of the black people,
but your giving such a great price to Ornichund and at the same time (we
are informed) checking Mr. Pearkes in his purchases seems to be so very extra-
ordinary and we are afraid a sinister affair very materially affecting your
characters as well as the Company's interest, that we do positively direct that
you do fully explain the whole to us by the first opportunity,
36.    In your letter of the 28 February you intimate that the indifference
of the investment in respect to former years and its dearness take their rise from
the late troubles.   There is certainly great weight in what you say and we shall
make all due allowances thereon, but at the same time we cannot help observing
that upon the late happy revolution you had such a flow of money that you
might have commanded the market and we think in consequence thefeof have
made an earlier and as well as a better investment, and indeed we are induced
to think in this manner if what we have heard -with respect to the Portuguese
ship Neustra Senhora dos Prazeres is trae, which is that a very valuable cargo
of fine goods was provided for her at Calcutta and diat the money with which
it wa$ purchased was lent to the Portuguese agents or OTpracargoes by